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Happy and Holy Ash Wednesday Living Waters District!
 
As we begin a new Lenten journey and prepare our hearts,
minds, and souls for an Easter celebration in front of us, I
invite and challenge each of us to observe a Holy Lent in 2023.
Allow the upcoming six weeks to be a time of purposeful
reflection of your own spiritual journey. Allow time each day
to “be” with Christ. We can become so busy “doing” for Christ
that we miss the deep blessing of being with our Lord. Allow
the Holy Spirit to guide you, inspire you, and to lead you to a
deeper journey with Jesus – not just during the Lenten season,
but every day.
 
In spite of all of the many obstacles and challenging decisions
facing each of our church families during this unprecedented
time within the United Methodist Church, may we never
forget that God is with us and is calling us to draw near to God
during this holy Lenten season!  
 
I deeply appreciate all of those who have contacted me and
our staff with words of support and prayers over the past
months. Many have asked me what they can do and how they
can help. Here are four things that I ask for us to do please:
 
1. Pray. Let us all remember and embrace the truth that
prayer changes things. Be diligent in prayer.
 
2. Stay informed about what is really happening within the
United Methodist Church - The Book of Discipline hasn't
changed!
 
3. Have a Holy Lent, individually and corporately. It is a
spiritual journey.
 
4. Focus on the mission and ministry needs within your
community and get involved. Let’s be the hands and the feet
of Christ every day!
 



Again, have a Holy Lenten season. Embrace the promise found
in James 4:8 “Draw near to God and God will draw near to
you.”
 
Lenten Blessings,
 
Jay Carey
Living Waters District Superintendent
LivingWatersDS@vaumc.org

The Rev. Craig Armistead Buxton
March 10, 1956 – February 20, 2023 (age 66)

 
 The Rev. Craig Armistead Buxton, 66, of Midlothian, VA, passed away on February 20, 2023
at home after a brief illness.
Born in Portsmouth, VA, he grew up in Monumental United Methodist Church as a

5th generation Portsmouth resident and an 11 th generation Virginian. He was the son of
the late Samuel Edward Buxton and Louise Pope Buxton of Portsmouth and brother to Brian
(of Chapel Hill, NC) and Larry (of Ashburn, VA). Larry is a retired pastor in the Virginia
Conference.
Craig received his M. Div. from Union Theological Seminary, Richmond in 1984. He went on
to serve Rocky Mount (Franklin County), Phoebus (Hampton), Centenary (Portsmouth),
Faith (Alexandria), and Crawford (Dinwiddie). He was the beloved pastor of Trinity UMC
(Petersburg) at the time of his death. Craig also served as pastor of First Congregational UCC
in Midlothian for 6 years.
In addition, Craig was a seasoned chaplain. He served chaplaincies in a funeral home, a
mental health facility, a prison, and several hospice organizations for many years. He was a
skilled pianist and cartoonist whose generous spirit, uplifting music and quirky humor
brought smiles to many.
His ancestry qualified him to be a member of the Jamestowne Society, the National Society
of Washington Family Descendants, and the Sons of the American Revolution. More
important to him, however, was being a child of God and a servant-brother of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
Plans for a Celebration of Resurrection service at Trinity UMC are currently pending. Craig is
survived by two brothers, two sisters-in-law, four nephews, three great-nieces and three
great-nephews.  He will be deeply missed.

Did you miss Bishop Sue's
Installation Service?
You can watch it here!!!
Click here

mailto:LivingWatersDS@vaumc.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l3t98JVytZI




New webpage to highlight VAUMC clergy books
A new webpage on the conference website will share books written by VAUMC clergy (books focusing

on faith, UM mission, ministry, and polity) as a way to share with conference clergy and laity potential

resources for individual and group study. Clergy can share their information by

emailing communications@vaumc.org. Books listed on the webpage are not endorsed by the

conference. Learn more:

Youth EventsYouth Events

http://url2167.vaumc.org/ls/click?upn=B6Q-2F9zlN7-2FFcFGjHdVkEkgpyHorge-2BhQtJD538AzQCf0QTA-2ByIU2TgS5v6F0hmKWjsPGjL85R1rRHgElA8aLdQhULidWGacItTZgnKHjkjss8Igoq-2BLBi0TMf1g-2Foh6fvawm84fgiqp1ZyNs5WurHxcKjqYpSs6p4JPjOrg4ToJVBovkZy6FXrRmcGWXRNIizo9G6HsOOEzqWEozWP36KI8-2BBVal2HJhYyipw24xSkc-3Dj4uV_bantbf5DUE-2BYxoipsdbYoA8owrdKgzZDRbzgiT1k1bCtEb3YY2VC1jSTKIz708cxe8qeu599Ay8rdAKicIq2HcfikhOGqLkO6rYSq8HHmUMdcNzb2Rn2THRd6wt3guZ677q0IMiT5U1cZwmKxtUlOBdRY5rIZ-2Bak6vDsS5yEziUW2CvVg1Ki7ncGH5yOiO-2BwfeekT0E6SKLlFYjPCAnDFw-3D-3D
https://vaumc.org/vaumcbooks/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Advocate%2C+November+8%2C+2022
https://vaumc.org/vaumcbooks/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Advocate%2C+November+8%2C+2022


Youth Mission Encounter events offered at four locations
 
The Virginia Conference Serving Office is offering four locations for a winter Youth
Mission Encounter Event on the theme Community in the Midst of Challenging
Times. A time to learn and share will be held at the following:
 

March 4 – Shenandoah University (led by the Rev. DeLyn Celec)
·          
The registration deadline is January 20 for Occohannock on the Bay and January 30
for all other locations. Youth leaders may register your group of middle and high
school students at this link
 
Each group attending must have their own adult chaperones who are Safe
Sanctuary trained and background checked by their local church. Events will be from
10 am until 4 pm with lunch and snacks provided. Cost is $25/person. Questions?
Contact kendragrimes@rmc.edu for more information.

HIGHLAND SUPPORT PROJECT
A Richmond based Advance Special of the
UMC. We have partnered with indigenous
communities for over 30 years to facilitate
cross cultural exchange and transformational
development alongside the Pace Center at
VCU. We are putting together a young adult
mission trip for high school and college
students in Virginia to Guatemala this summer
The cost of the trip is $1,300, not including
airfare. For additional information, contact
Rebecca Andrews.

Rebecca Andrews
Highland Support Project 
(804) 796-0689
highlandsupportproject.org
rebecca@highlandsupportproject.org

https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=725282&
mailto:kendragrimes@rmc.edu
http://highlandsupportproject.org/
mailto:rebecca@highlandsupportproject.org




Go ahead and mark your calendars to come mentor with us next summer at All God's Children
Camp. Below are the dates. Please email Lori Smith at agcc@vaumc.org for more information.  

Camp Chanco-June 18-23 
Camp OOTB-August 6-11
Camp Chanco August 13-18

Lori Smith, Coordinator
All God's Children Camp
P.O. Box 8506
Glen Allen, VA 23058

Mentors needed for summer camps
All God's Children Camp is looking for mentors this summer. There are three opportunities to
serve: June 18-23, August 6-11, and August 13-18. This is a wonderful opportunity to serve locally. Also,
this is a great mission trip for youth groups and other small groups and it's free. Please contact Camp
Coordinator Lori Smith for more information.A ministry of the Virginia Annual Conference, All God’s
Children Camp is a weeklong overnight camp for children ages 7 to 12, with an incarcerated parent.
Campers have an opportunity to participate in all the physical activities the camp has to offer such as
boating, swimming, hiking, archery, music, crafts, and Bible study, along with a conflict resolution/self-
esteem-building class. Learn more...

For more information, check the website at www.vaumc.org/agcc/or contact Lori Smith
agcc@vaumc.org 

A PURNELL BAILEY SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINEA PURNELL BAILEY SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE

mailto:agcc@vaumc.org
http://url2167.vaumc.org/ls/click?upn=B6Q-2F9zlN7-2FFcFGjHdVkEkgpyHorge-2BhQtJD538AzQCf0QTA-2ByIU2TgS5v6F0hmKWjsPGjL85R1rRHgElA8aLdQhULidWGacItTZgnKHjkjss8Igoq-2BLBi0TMf1g-2Foh6fvawm84fgiqp1ZyNs5WurHxcKjqYpSs6p4JPjOrg4ToKzAaXrtOdbeGydI1SHb102XbOL6f8yguybhVzdc1ip554ZlNDIUXcCfsGNsjWEClA-3DTY1A_bantbf5DUE-2BYxoipsdbYoA8owrdKgzZDRbzgiT1k1bB-2FtywDHWqEaHQsXA4gJi1Uok7lKaTZagL2G99NLhhALbTo6NA7z5jGlj-2B-2FhWEXxK91ho8Z-2BqlAr-2BYWxCWCE1CcpWeTsMfCsB7FqP9AaF0hLHd8K7wTJFHo2adoq69r5twYfPgVE7WVGzRPLnNKDQkndXpx3jHVsvKA6Estem-2FAkA-3D-3D
http://url2167.vaumc.org/ls/click?upn=B6Q-2F9zlN7-2FFcFGjHdVkEkgpyHorge-2BhQtJD538AzQCf0QTA-2ByIU2TgS5v6F0hmKWjsPGjL85R1rRHgElA8aLdQhULidWGacItTZgnKHjkjss8Igoq-2BLBi0TMf1g-2Foh6fvawm84fgiqp1ZyNs5WurHxcKjqYpSs6p4JPjOrg4ToJNXYPc8TOZXTK80VHBHME1IPbCgj-2FIicd7dfB3Dbh6hPDO7NnulwhyDxv2-2BmIrPIQ-3DYOgo_bantbf5DUE-2BYxoipsdbYoA8owrdKgzZDRbzgiT1k1bB-2FtywDHWqEaHQsXA4gJi1UfTI6pNDMSmrBG7Hxnbxy-2BGtic6SjeLaNBYDGNstpHVY184p9B9AVTRDeSqYNtp2HqLto84lFurfAVXTrGamslRoPDWplXyrrnKAA9vVD-2BymJqhOKELUjjmjOAf6kcwyGQttCMeU9Dx95eNox5pqDIA-3D-3D
http://www.vaumc.org/agcc/
mailto:agcc@vaumc.org


BAILEY SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS ARE OPEN AT R-MC!!
DEADLINE IS MARCH 1st!!!!!!!

Young people are searching for meaningful vocations as they make plans after high school. Do
you know someone considering a call to Christian ministry? Whether it’s a call to preach,
mission work, faith-based non-profit leadership, music ministry, youth ministry, chaplaincy... the
Church needs young leaders who are prepared to guide us into the future.  
 
Randolph-Macon College in Ashland, VA is the oldest continuously operating Methodist College
in the U.S. and is committed to nurturing a new generation of church leaders. Our Bailey
Scholars program awards a half-tuition scholarship for the first two years followed by a full tuition
scholarship for a student’s final two years at R-MC. Bailey Scholars also benefit from two
internships (one for academic credit and one for a $3,000 stipend) and a weekly meeting with
other pre-ministerial students.  
 
Please share this information with young people and youth ministers whom you know. Learn
more at www.rmc.edu/academics/pre-ministerial. The application deadline for next year’s
incoming class is March 1, 2023. Contact R-MC Chaplain and Pre-Ministerial Program Director
Rev. Kendra Grimes at kendragrimes@rmc.edu for more information.  

Scholarships Available for United Methodist Students!
Applications are now open for scholarships from the United Methodist Higher Education Foundation.
Every year, UMHEF awards $2+ million to students planning to attend one of the 100+ UM-related

colleges, universities, and seminaries across the country. Don’t let finances get in the way of achieving
your dreams of a quality education! Apply by March 1 at https://umhef.org/apply.

 

http://www.rmc.edu/academics/pre-ministerial
mailto:kendragrimes@rmc.edu
https://umhef.org/apply


Lake Junaluska to hold three women retreats in 2023
Lake Junaluska will host three Journey to Joy Women’s Retreats in 2023, bringing women
together for meaningful weekends of laughter, sharing, worship and fellowship. Learn more...

Offered in partnership with Leigh Young, author of "Journey to Joy: A Seven-Week Path to the
Joyous Life God Intended" and "Lessons from the Letters," the retreats will be held March 24-

http://url2167.vaumc.org/ls/click?upn=B6Q-2F9zlN7-2FFcFGjHdVkEkgpyHorge-2BhQtJD538AzQCf0QTA-2ByIU2TgS5v6F0hmKWjsPGjL85R1rRHgElA8aLdQhULidWGacItTZgnKHjkjss8Igoq-2BLBi0TMf1g-2Foh6fvawm84fgiqp1ZyNs5WurHxcKjqYpSs6p4JPjOrg4ToLklMfvSAq6xUM4AZdC3TP1NPSaT-2Bwa0dCLLSYDOyGOO8P2HUrJJfCas3l-2BGBiezCs-3D-mcg_bantbf5DUE-2BYxoipsdbYoA8owrdKgzZDRbzgiT1k1bB-2FtywDHWqEaHQsXA4gJi1UoU8iq9nT-2BLns4bZWeZI6FuE2VsDbpy8Rceig99huurWbnrTU-2Bm9jKslmWVHVvUT6aN-2BdZ8T4fIR-2Fx3YBQU3drUjklhqIOwSmkLiqzE1puk2GR9dikzmf5iEb57QK6Uk4RMfKjhuxAeyKyB3dmH2cnQ-3D-3D


26, Aug. 25-27, and Nov. 10-12. Lake Junaluska in North Carolina is a place of Christian
hospitality where lives are transformed through renewal of soul, mind and body. All are welcome
at the beloved retreat center nestled in the mountains of Western North Carolina. The 1,200-acre
property is perfect for personal getaways, family vacations, conferences, retreats, weddings and
reunions.

PENNIES FOR POUNDS!!!PENNIES FOR POUNDS!!!
Lent Fundraiser for Veteran Suicide Prevention. Click the link below to

learn more and support this worthy cause.
Click here

JOB POSTINGJOB POSTING
Main Street UMC (Suffolk)

Bookkeeper

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a49aca62dabf49-pennies#/


UNITED METHODIST MENUNITED METHODIST MEN
UNITED METHODIST MEN/VAUMC

BEACON NEWSLETTERS & NOTICES/VAUMC

Lebanon UMC (Dinwiddie)Lebanon UMC (Dinwiddie)
UMM All You Can Eat Pancakes, Sausage & Baked Apples!!!

March 2nd, 6pm-8pm $7
12450 Courthouse Road

Dinwiddie, VA 23841

https://vaumc.org/umm/
https://vaumc.org/beacon/


Prayer RequestsPrayer Requests

The Family of Rev. Craig Buxton
The Family of Charles J. Piluso
(Rev. Phyllis Pilsuo's Husband)
Rev. Rich Meiser
Churches and Pastors in transition

Please send your prayer requests
to  terrirosser@vaumc.orgterrirosser@vaumc.org

Check out our Updated District Website!Check out our Updated District Website!

We have been working very hard to update our new
Living Waters District website. Some of the areas are
still under construction, but we would like you to
check it out and let us know what you think! Many of
the tabs contain lots of useful information about the
District Office hours, Contact Information, Mission
and Ministries Links and Newsletters. If you have any
questions, please contact Terri Rosser at
terrirosser@vaumc.org

Click Here

mailto:terrirosser@vaumc.org
mailto:terrirosser@vaumc.org
mailto:terrirosser@vaumc.org
https://livingwatersdistrict.org/


March 21st, 2023March 21st, 2023
Email:Email:  TerriRosser@vaumc.orgTerriRosser@vaumc.org  

Living Waters District UMC | TishBorden@vaumc.org | 804.732.2538
Area Bishop: Rev. Sue Haupert-Johnson
District Superintendent: Rev. Jay Carey

Director of Church Vision & Vitality: Rev. Tim Beck
Administrative Assistant: Leticia Borden

Office Support: Thelma Watts
Communications Coordinator: Terri Rosser

Lay Leaders: Gerry Fuss, Keith Jordan, Geraldine Sanderson
Treasurers: Kay Mims, Jennifer Honeycutt

Living Waters District UMC | P O Box 3413, 11605 S Crater Rd, Petersburg, VA 23805
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